
 

 

The Honor Ring 

hold and caused us to completely 
rethink our year ahead. Once we 
transitioned to virtual meetings, 
we got back on track at least 
from a Chapter meeting/
fellowship perspective. Our guest 
virtual speakers brought a wealth 
of information, insight, and even 
some funny conversations. 

Continuing our Chapter’s tradi-
tion, we once again named two 
sailors onboard the USS San 
Jacinto (CG-56) as the winner 
and runner-up to our Bobby R. 
Smith USS San Jacinto Enlisted 
Sailor of the Year Award. We also 
expanded our Chapter Officers 
to a level not seen in almost a 
decade, so we can better serve 
our members. Taken on the 
whole, 2020 was disappointing, 
but we still accomplished many 
things to be proud of. 

Here we are in January 2021 
with 2020 now in the past. Most 
will look upon 2020 and tally 
what was lost, and in many cases 
that is a completely valid expres-
sion, but I will attempt to com-
pile that which we gained or 
accomplished. Stepping back in 
time almost exactly one year ago, 
things looked bright for our 
Chapter as we had many events 
& activities in front of us. Our 
January meeting marked what 
was intended to be an active year 
followed up by our participation 
in the annual Katy ISD FFA Live-
stock Show and Rodeo Parade. 
This parade is one of our core 
events in Katy as it allows us to 
showcase our organization to 
thousands of people, and it is 
simply a fun time for those of us 
riding on the float throwing can-

dy to all of the children watching 
the parade. The last event we 
actually participated in was Dawn 
at The Alamo where we again 

presented a wreath from our 
Chapter to commemorate the 
fall of The Alamo. Shortly after 
this, the COVID lockdowns took 

If you were unaware, the SRT 
has custody of a remarkable 
collection of historical docu-
ments. The Kathryn Stoner O’Con-
nor Mexican Manuscript Collec-
tion includes more than 5,400 
printed and manuscript docu-
ments from the 16th to the 
20th centuries, documenting the 

social, political, and religious life 
in central Mexico. Documents 
include items by or about the 
Kings of Spain, two emperors of 
Mexico, Viceroys of Mexico, and 
Presidents of Mexico and the 
United States. The Texas Histori-
cal Commission (THC) awarded 
the SRT its 2020 Award of Excel-

lence in Preserving History for our 
efforts to digitize and preserve 
these documents. This collection 
is in curatorship with UTSA’s 
Library of Special Collections in 
San Antonio. This marks the first 
time the SRT has ever received 
such an award from the THC and 
we hope it is not the last! 

After almost a full year, the 

Chapter was finally able to 

present Dennis Giuffré with 

his THC Award of Merit hon-

oring his longtime work. 

2020...A Year in Review 
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P R E S I D E N T ’ S  

C O R N E R  

We did it!! 2020 is in 

the rear-view mirror 

and there is light at 

the end of the tun-

nel. But, until the 

threat of COVID-19 

decreases and local 

regulations are re-

laxed, I intend to 

continue with virtual 

meetings for the 

time being. I remain 

hopeful that by mid-

2021, we can return 

to normalcy. Stay 

alert as our events 

and schedules may 

change on short no-

tice, but we will do 

our best to keep TX 

History flourishing. 

https://libguides.utsa.edu/c.php?g=522213&p=3582607#s-lg-box-11068999
https://libguides.utsa.edu/c.php?g=522213&p=3582607#s-lg-box-11068999
https://libguides.utsa.edu/c.php?g=522213&p=3582607#s-lg-box-11068999
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“When the Mexican Army 

approached the ferry, Mrs. 

Lynch and her family took 

the boats downstream, 

keeping the invaders from 

crossing the River ” 

Harris County Historical 

Commission, 2011  

Participate to the 

extent of your capa-

bility and availability, 

but participate. 

Lynchburg Ferry…Then & Now 

Jim Bowie’s Nurse at The Alamo: Juana Navarro Alsbury 

Join Us for these Upcoming Events  
With the continuation of local 
limitations on gatherings as 
well as other factors in light of 
the COVID-19 situation, I 
anticipate we will continue 
with some restrictions into the 
near future. We all know that 
the Spring time is heavily-
weighted with Texas History 
events and activities; therefore, 
we will watch for updates as 
changes may happen quickly. 
The events listed here are 
provided for informational 
purposes only in the hope local 
conditions improve allowing 

them to take place, unless 
marked as VIRTUAL. We will 
provide updates to events and 
activities as they become avail-
able. 

January 16, 2021: January 
Chapter Meeting, VIRTUAL 

February 20, 2021: Katy ISD 
FFA Livestock Show & Rodeo 
Parade and Feb Chapter Meet-
ing 

March 2, 2021: Mirabeau B. 
Lamar Flag Ceremony, Morton 
Cemetery, Richmond, TX 

March 6-7, 2021: Dawn at 
The Alamo and SRT General 
Meeting, San Antonio, Texas 

April 21, 2021: San Jacinto 
Day, LaPorte, Texas 

April 24, 2021: Katy ISD 
Folklife Festival, Katy, TX 

May 15, 2021: May Chapter 
Meeting, San Felipe de Austin, 
TBD 

June 26, 2021: June Chapter 
Meeting, TBD 

July 17, 2021: July Chapter 
Meeting, TBD 

thought to have brought Juana, 
her baby son Alejo Pérez, and 
her younger sister Gertrudis 
to The Alamo when Santa 
Anna captured San Antonio on 
February 23, 1836. Dr. Horace 
Alexander Alsbury, Juana's 
husband, left The Alamo that 
same day, probably with mes-
senger Dr. John Sutherland. He 

Juana Navarro Alsbury, among 
the survivors of the Battle of 
The Alamo, was born in San 
Antonio de Béjar in 1812. Her 
uncle José Antonio Navarro, a 
loyal Tejano, signed the Texas 
Declaration of Independence. 
Her cousin and adopted sister 
Ursula Veramendi was married 
to James Bowie, who is 

may have been looking for a 
safe home for his family. Juana 
helped nurse Bowie during his 
illness in The Alamo.  On the 
final day, she was protected by 
two men who were killed by 
Mexican soldiers who broke 
into a trunk and took valuables 
of Juana and her family. She 
died around July 23, 1888. 

formed by a meander of the 
San Jacinto river. The license 
was apparently issued for that 
location, but Lynch did not 
remove his operations immedi-
ately, causing many irate travel-
ers to complain to the govern-
ment at San Felipe de Austin. 
The 1830 Ferry License carried 
the stipulation that the ferry 
be operated “at the crossing of 
San Jacinto at the mouth of Buf-

The first ferry to operate in 
Texas waters, the Lynchburg 
Ferry, ranks among the oldest 
continually running, free-of-
charge ferries in the nation, 
being founded in 1822. After 
receiving a license and toll 
rates from the authorities at 
San Felipe de Austin, Mr. Lynch 
was requested in 1829 to 
move his ferry service up-
stream to the peninsula 
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Macomb Ferry across the 

San Jacinto River; similar to 

the early Lynch Ferry. 

https://historicalcommission.harriscountytx.gov/Pages/LynchburgFerry.aspx
https://historicalcommission.harriscountytx.gov/Pages/LynchburgFerry.aspx
https://www.tshaonline.org/handbook/entries/alsbury-juana-gertrudis-navarro
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falo Bayou for one year beginning 
January 1, 1830”. Named for found-
er Nathaniel Lynch, the passage 
across the San Jacinto River near 
the confluence with Buffalo Bayou 
had been officially licensed with 
ferry rates in 1829 by the Ayun-
tamiento at San Felipe de Austin. By 
1834, the town of Lynchburg was 
platted and Lynch moved to the 
present ferry location, opposite the 
new town of San Jacinto on the 
south bank.  Lynch also platted the 
town of San Jacinto on the south 
bank of the River. One of four in 

1837 Harris County, Lynch’s Ferry, 
recognized by Commissioner’s 
Court on April 18, 1837, was al-
lowed six and one-fourth cents per 
person or live animal and 25 cents a 
wheel for light carriages or wagons. 
Loaded vehicles paid 37 ½ cents 
per wheel. In the panic that preced-
ed the Battle of San Jacinto, April 
21, 1836, the Lynchburg Ferry 
saved the lives of an estimated 
5,000 fleeing residents between 
March 17-April 20. Nathaniel Lynch 
died on February 14, 1837 and 
rests in the Lynchburg Cemetery.  

only Don Lorenzo de Zavala and Béjar 
natives, Don Antonio Navarro and Don 
Juan N. Sequin, the only intelligent 
men who incurred the name traitor, a 
label both ugly and deserved.” The 
Mexicans believed him a traitor, 
while the Texian forces trusted him 
enough to make him a Lieutenant 
Colonel in their army. Soon after 
the Battle of San Jacinto, Juan re-
ceived orders to take possession of 

In reading A Revolution Remembered: 
The Memoirs and Selected Corre-
spondence of Juan N. Seguin, you will 
learn much about the man. As not-
ed by José Enrique de la Peña, a 
participant in Santa Ana’s expedi-
tion, Juan Sequin was referenced in 
“the cry of independence darkened 
the magic of liberty that had misled 
some of the less careful think-
ers...there remaining with the colonists 

San Antonio and raise a 
battalion of men for the 
purpose of defending the 
frontier. Upon entering the 
city, he accepted the sur-
render of San Antonio from 
Lieutenant Castaneda, the 
same officer who had been 
involved in the opening 
skirmish of the war at Gon-
zales the previous October. 

GM2 Urquizu is responsible for 
operating the ship’s primary surface 
weapon batteries. LS1 Fortin was 
also awarded the ship’s FY20 Sailor 
of the Year by the Commanding 
Officer. As your Chapter President, 
this is one of the most exciting and 
rewarding things I get to do each 
year. Life aboard a Navy ship is not 
what you see in the movies, it can 
be very stressful, monotonous, and 

isolating for many of the sailors. 
Our small monetary gift we give to 
both of these sailors won’t buy 
them a new car, but it may help 
them with the everyday challenges 
of life. I suspect that is the least we 
can do in giving back to them for 
their sacrifices and service to our 
country and our Texas. Join me in 
congratulating both of these sailors, 
and wishing them a safe journey! 

Through our Chapter’s Bobby R. 
Smith USS San Jacinto Enlisted Sailor 
of the Year Award, we congratulate 
the winner Logistics Specialist First 
Class Frederick S. Fortin, while the 
runner-up was Gunner’s Mate Sec-
ond Class Rodolfo H. Urquizu. LS1 
Fortin enlisted in the Navy in 2009, 
while GM2 Urquizu enlisted in 
2015. LS1 Fortin is responsible for 
the ship’s logistics operations and 

USS San Jacinto (CG-56) 

Juan Seguin, an Extraordinary Man 

“Thanks for the 

extreme patience and 

everything the Sons of 

the Republic of Texas 

does for recognizing 

our ship and crew.” 

 

Dean Sonnenberg 

Command Master 

Chief, USS San 

Jacinto (CG-56) 

December 3, 2020 

Lynchburg Ferry...Then & Now, Cont’d 

The Lynchburg Ferry as it is 

operated today by Harris 

County. Its use has been free 

of charge since 1888. 

Juan Seguin as depicted during 
the Republic of Texas era. 



 

 

reign of the Inquisition had ended, 
political prisoners continued to be 
sent there, so much so that it gar-
nished the name of the “Mexican 
Bastille.” Upon his imprisonment 
there, Austin was placed in Calaboso 
No. 15. During his imprisonment, 
Austin kept a diary of his experiences 
and this became known as the Austin 

As told by Bruce W. Clavey in his 
book The Inquisition of Stephen F. Aus-
tin, when Stephen F. Austin was ar-
rested and escorted to Mexico City 
in 1834, he was not placed in a jail for 
criminals and felons. He was taken to 
the dungeon keep of an arcane reli-
gious institution...the Palace of the 
Inquisition. When construction on 
the palace began in 1732, and upon its 
completion in 1736, it was the center 
piece to the religious inquisition trials 
in New Spain at the time. Fast for-
ward to the 1820s and the Mexican 
surge for independence was well 
underway. One year after New Spain 
saw the end of the Inquisition, Mexico 
saw the end of New Spain. Another 
year after that would pass before 
Stephen F. Austin conducted his first 
journey to Mexico City. Once there, 
Austin observed that even though the 

Prison Journal. He created sketches 
of his surroundings, the buildings as 
he remembered them, and the floor 
plans. 

Austin was transferred out from the 
palace to a prison cell at the Acorda-
da and then to a third Mexico City 
prison, the prison of Deputation, 
before being granted a general amnes-
ty on December 25, 1834. As de-
scribed, “most of the prisons are 16 
feet long and 10 feet wide, although 
there are some smaller and others larg-
er; two very thick doors; a hole or win-
dow with double bars that brings a hazy 
light into them; and a tiled platform to 
place a bed.” During his time there, 
Austin allegedly scratched phrases 
and drawings onto the stone walls of 
his cell. Austin was kept in the very 
same cell as Fray Servando Teresa de 
Mier had been kept in 1822.  

Katy, Texas 

Chapter President: Bart Dawson 

Phone: 281-220-7321 

Website: http:\\www.srt-samhouston.com 

Facebook: @SamHoustonChapter 

The PURPOSE of the SRT shall be to perpetuate the 

memory and spirit of the men and women who 

achieved the independence of Texas, set the young 

Republic upon its high course among the nations of 

the world, and finally secured its admission as a state 

of the United States of America. 

 

The Sons of the Republic of Texas, Inc. (“SRT”) con-

sists of members who are direct lineal descendants 

of those that settled the Republic of Texas prior to 

February 19, 1846, when Texas merged with the 

United States as the 28th state. 

 

The Sam Houston Chapter was formed in 1987 in 

Katy, TX and holds regular meetings at Texas Tradi-

tion restaurant in Katy. 

The Sam Houston Chapter #38 

The Inquisition of Stephen F. Austin 

“Honoring your Ancestors, 

remembering your past” 

Painting of Stephen F. Austin as 

he appeared during this time 

period. 

T H E  H O N O R  R I N G ,  V O L U M E  I V ,  I S S U E  I  


