
 

 

The Honor Ring 

reconstructed part of the original 
San Felipe de Austin. This new 
effort is referred to as Villa de 
Austin and will be a living history 
component to the overall site. 
Several of our Chapter’s mem-
bers have already volunteered to 
support the site’s living history 
program. The birthday of Ste-
phen F. Austin is one of the his-
torical dates recognized by The 
Sons of the Republic of Texas via 
our Mission Statement. This an-
nual event is one of our Chap-
ter’s key events for the entire 
year and must continue to be 
supported by us as our success is 
tied to the success of the San 
Felipe de Austin site. If it were 
not for the start of deer season, I 
think our attendance would be 
even better! I look forward to 
seeing you at next year’s event. 

The Father of Texas Celebration 
at San Felipe de Austin State 
Historic Site (i.e., San Felipe de 
Austin) was another successful 
outing for our members as well 
as the Texas Historical Commis-
sion. 2019 marked the second 
consecutive year our Chapter 
supported this event and the 
second year since the new muse-
um was built at the site. The 
weather was cool to start with, 
but quickly warmed up and be-
came a picturesque day. We had 
a number of members attend the 
event and support our booth as 
well as other ongoing activities 
across the site. Several of our 
members supported the militia 
and cannon activities as well as 
the court house where the delib-
erations of the Conventions of 
1832 and 1833 were held, as well 

as the Consultation of 1835. Our 
booth drew many visitors inter-
ested in learning about who we 
were as well as those wondering 
if they too had a Texas ancestor. 

The Sam Houston Chapter has 
committed itself to support San 
Felipe de Austin in all of its incar-
nations, which will soon include a 

With some forthcoming news, 
you will soon discover that The 
Sons of the Republic of Texas 
will take on a role during the 
Texas Independence Day cele-
brations at Washington-on-the-
Brazos that it has never done 
before. While the exact specifics 
remain to be ironed out, the idea 

is to have a Texas Declaration of 
Independence signing ceremony 
wherein each of the 59 present 
delegates would be represented 
by a member of the SRT. These 
roles may require some form of 
period clothing, but again the 
details are yet to be published. If 
one member from each of the 

SRT’s Chapters were to partici-
pate, the count would be almost 
perfect, but since many Chapters 
are inactive, this idea is unlikely 
to come to fruition. The bottom 
line is that we will have a cere-
mony and we will need as many 
members to participate as possi-
ble. Mark your calendars!! 

Chapter members supporting 

our booth and other aspects 

of the day’s activities across 

the site! 

Father of Texas Celebration 
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As we ponder what 

2020 may bring, it is 

clear the future is 

bright for the Sam 

Houston Chapter. 

The relationships we 

have forged at San 

Felipe de Austin 

must continue to be 

a focus for us as our 

futures are connect-

ed. But, to continue 

this success depends 

upon our members! 

We must increase 

both the number of 

new members and 

participating mem-

bers. Let this be our 

spotlight as we start 

a new decade! 
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“We received so many 

compliments on our 

vendors, and we’re proud 

to have put together 

another successful event ” 

City of Katy 

Event Director, 

Ms. Kayce Reina  

Participate to the 

extent of your capa-

bility and availability, 

but participate. 

City of Katy Rice Festival 

Holiday Gathering Dinner: A Success! 

Join Us for these Upcoming Events  
A new year and decade is upon 
us, so that means we have a 
bunch of events & activities in 
front of us. The Spring is al-
ways a busy time of year for 
Texas History, so plan your 
calendars accordingly. A num-
ber of events will take place in 
and around the Katy area, so I 
am hopeful that a strong Chap-
ter presence will attend. Of 
special note this year is the 
Annual SRT Meeting where 
our very own Dennis Giuffré 
will be sworn in as a Knight of 
the Order of San Jacinto. 

Please take note of the upcom-
ing events and come out and 
participate in some manner. 

January 18, 2020: January 
Chapter Meeting 

January 24, 2020: Lamar Day 
Celebration, Morton Ceme-
tery, Richmond, TX. 

February 15, 2020: Katy ISD 
FFA Livestock Show & Rodeo 
Parade followed by our Chap-
ter Meeting 

February 19, 2020: Anson 
Jones Celebration, Glenwood 

Cemetery, Houston, TX. 

March 2, 2020: Mirabeau B. 
Lamar Flag Ceremony, Morton 
Cemetery, Richmond, TX. 

March 2, 2020: SRT event at 
Washington-on-the-Brazos 

March 6, 2020: Dawn at The 
Alamo, San Antonio, TX. 

March 20-22, 2020: SRT 
Annual Meeting, San Antonio, 
TX 

April 21, 2020: San Jacinto 
Day, LaPorte, TX. 

upon our long-time Treasurer 
Phil Whitley, thanking him for 
his many years of service to 
the Chapter. In addition, we 
had a prize drawing and the 
Kameron Searle family won it 
AGAIN this year wherein they 
won a Texas waffle maker. 
This event is a great time to 
meet other members and their 

This year’s Chapter Holiday 
Gathering Dinner was the 
most well attended to-date 
since we began having these 
back in 2015. An empty seat 
could not be found as we 
maxed out our seating capaci-
ty. While no official business 
was conducted, we did bestow 
a Certificate of Appreciation 

families, and simply enjoy fel-
lowship time with everyone. In 
light of how well attended this 
event was, we may consider 
doing a mid-year fellowship 
event in the evening on a 
weekday. By doing so, we may 
encourage other members 
who cannot attend Saturday 
events to join us. 

festival’s attendees were 
drawn to one or the others 
booth. In fact, our Chapter 
walked away from the festival 
with several new members 
whose applications were com-
pleted on the spot or soon 
afterwards, as well as a long 
list of interested parties to add 
to our recurring communica-
tions. This 2-day event is one 
of the primary means by which 

2019 marked the second con-
secutive year that the Sam 
Houston Chapter was a ven-
dor at the Rice Festival. Like 
last year, but better coordinat-
ed this time, our booth was 
located beside the Masons of 
Katy Lodge 1439 AF&AM, of 
which, several of our Chapter’s 
members belong to. This coor-
dinated relationship was advan-
tageous to us as many of the 

T H E  H O N O R  R I N G ,  V O L U M E  I I I ,  I S S U E  I  

Members setting up our 

booth before the crowds 

arrived at the festival. 
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our Chapter and hence The Sons of 
the Republic of Texas can spread its 
message about preserving Texas 
History to the local Katy communi-
ty. Many people do not know or 
recognize that Katy sits in the cross 
hairs of Texas History as its loca-
tion is very close to and in other 
cases directly in line with key points 
of history such as the Runaway 
Scrape, San Felipe de Austin, and 
Groce’s Plantation. Using this infor-
mation, one may conclude that 
there are many descendants of 
early Texas families in and around 

the Katy area; therefore, our po-
tential crop of new members is 
great. As for our attending mem-
bers, its also a way to increase your 
own knowledge of Texas History as 
engagement with the public is key, 
but that knowledge is not a prereq-
uisite for you to join us. Everyone 
always enjoys a good Bowie knife, a 
black-powder rifle, or some other 
artifact as these are usually the 
trigger of more discussions. I am 
hopeful that we will have more 
Chapter members come out and 
support this effort in 2020. 

Col. Moses F. Roberts. Col. Rob-
erts was a prominent figure in early 
East Texas and had a close friend-
ship with Sam Houston. Col. Rob-
erts fought at San Jacinto, served in 
the Republic of Texas’ Congress, 
and defended the citizens of Shelby 
County in a lawless time, including 
the Regulator-Moderator War. 
Lamar has been a Baptist pastor at 
Highway Baptist Church for >30 

You never know who you will run 
into on a fishing trip! Just so hap-
pens, while on a fishing trip this fall, 
Chapter President Bart Dawson got 
to meet our Chapter’s newest 
member Lamar Denby. Lamar lives 
in Huntington, TX near Lufkin. 
Since I was fishing at Sam Rayburn 
Reservoir, I decided to reach out to 
him. Lamar has a strong Texas ped-
igree as his qualifying ancestor was 

years and is currently writ-
ing a book about his Texas 
ancestor. Lamar is a great 
example of the wonderful 
people out there, maybe 
not in our backyard, who 
love Texas History and 
want to help preserve it. 
Perhaps we will all get the 
fortune to meet Lamar in 
the near future! 

were that he no longer believed 
that “our present position in favor of 
the republican principles of the consti-
tution of 1824, can do us no good, 
and it is doing us harm by deterring 
those kind of men from joining us that 
are most useful.” Within this letter, 
Austin stated he was in favor of an 
immediate declaration of independ-
ence. Furthermore, Austin stated 
“Santa Anna was at San Luis 

Potosi according to the last accounts, 
marching on rapidly with a large force 
against Texas.” Finally, Austin closed 
his letter with the ominous por-
tents that they must look toward 
the month of March and be ready! 

The Digital Austin Papers is an ongo-
ing effort to build a digital edition of 
the surviving correspondence 
of Stephen F. Austin. I recommend 
you review this great resource. 

Stephen F. Austin, much to his own 
detriment, was not an outspoken 
supporter of Texas Independence 
until late in the game. On January 7, 
1836, while in New Orleans, Austin 
wrote General Sam Houston ex-
pressing his belief that it was now 
time for Texas to declare independ-
ence from Mexico. This letter may 
be viewed online. Austin stated his 
reasons for the change in his belief 

The Time is Nigh for Independence! 

Chapter Members Not in Our Backyard 

“I now think the time 

has come 

for Texas to assert 

her natural rights; 

and were I in the 

convention I would 

urge an immediate 

declaration of 

independence.” 

- Stephen F. Austin to 

Gen. Sam Houston, 

Jan 7, 1836 

City of Katy Rice Festival, Cont’d 

Chapter President Bart 

Dawson and member Jim 

Muller displaying their Bow-

ie knives. 

Lamar Denby and Chapter 
President Bart Dawson. 

http://digitalaustinpapers.org/document?id=APB5094


 

 

history, the site warranted being 
saved and restored, and thanks to a 
one million dollar donation by the 
local philanthropist Kathryn O'Con-
nor, restoration was completed in 
1968. 

For many years, The Sons of the Re-
public of Texas held their annual Pre-
sidio La Bahia Awards ceremony at 

The Presidio Nuestra Señora de 
Loreto de la Bahía (i.e., Presidio La 
Bahia) is one of the true gems of 
Texas History. Many do not realize, 
but a declaration of independence 
was signed here in 1835 prior to the 
better known declaration at Washing-
ton-on-the-Brazos in 1836. The Pre-
sidio was constructed on its current 
site in 1747 and was the hub of Span-
ish rule. The site is not owned or 
operated by the State of Texas in-
stead it is owned and operated by the  
Catholic Diocese of Victoria, Texas. 
During the Texas Revolution, it was 
captured by Col. Dimmitt’s forces on 
October 10, 1835 only eight days 
after the famous Come and Take It 
Battle of Gonzales. The Texian forces 
renamed it Fort Defiance and so it 
remained until Col. Fannin’s defeat at 
the Battle of Coleto. With such a rich 

the Our Lady of Loreto Chapel inside 
the Presidio La Bahia. This award is a 
literary award to promote suitable 
preservation of relics, appropriate 
dissemination of data, and research 
into our Texas heritage, with particu-
lar attention to the Spanish Colonial 
period. The 2019 winner was Dr. 
Light Townsend Cummins for his 
book titled “To the Vast and Beautiful 
Land: Anglo Migration into Spanish Loui-
siana and Texas 1763-1820s.” The 
Presidio La Bahia Award Program is 
led by our Chapter’s very own Den-
nis Giuffré. Dennis started a tradition 
at the close of this ceremony wherein 
he provides a detailed historical rec-
ollection involving the Presidio/Texas 
History both orally and as a compli-
mentary handout. Perhaps Dennis 
needs to write a book and submit it 
for consideration for his own award? 

Katy, Texas 

Chapter President: Bart Dawson 

Phone: 281-220-7321 

Website: http:\\www.srt-samhouston.com 

Facebook: @SamHoustonChapter 

The PURPOSE of the SRT shall be to perpetuate the 

memory and spirit of the men and women who 

achieved the independence of Texas, set the young 

Republic upon its high course among the nations of 

the world, and finally secured its admission as a state 

of the United States of America. 

 

The Sons of the Republic of Texas, Inc. (“SRT”) con-

sists of members who are direct lineal descendants 

of those that settled the Republic of Texas prior to 

February 19, 1846, when Texas merged with the 

United States as the 28th state. 

 

The Sam Houston Chapter was formed in 1987 in 

Katy, TX and holds regular meetings at Texas Tradi-

tion restaurant in Katy. 

The Sam Houston Chapter #38 

Presidio Nuestra Señora de Loreto de la Bahía  

“Honoring your Ancestors, 

remembering your past” 

Dr. Cummins, President Gen-

eral Edward Heath, and La Ba-

hia Chairman Dennis Giuffré. 
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