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In Memoriam: John Edward Hoover 
 
The Sam Houston Chapter of The Sons of the Republic of Texas greatly laments and is most saddened by 
the passing away of our grand compatriot and friend, John Hoover, this past April 25. Our most heartfelt 
sympathies are extended to his wife, Julie, to the Hoover family, and to his numerous friends. 
 
John was a very active member of the Sam Houston Chapter for many years. He served the chapter as Color 
Sergeant in the 2009-2010 term, as Sergeant-at-Arms in the 2011-2012 term, and as First Vice President in 
the 2013-2014 term.  
 
John was also a proud and devoted member of numerous other heritage societies and organizations, and 
had served as an officer in several. Among them, he served as the Commander of the Texas Chapter of the 
Military Order of the Stars and Bars, and as Chaplain of the Alexander Hodge Chapter of the Sons of the 
American Revolution. He was also a member of the Albert Sidney Johnston Camp of the Sons of 
Confederate Veterans, the Descendants of Mexican War Veterans, the General Society of the War of 1812, 
and the Huguenot Society. He also served on the Board of Directors of the Historical Heritage Corporation, 
and was the 2009 Chairman of the Southern Heritage Ball.  
 
John was a native Texan, born in Denison, Grayson County, graduating from Denison High School, where 
he was named a Distinguished Alumnus in 2007. He was a graduate of Texas A&M University, earning a 
BS degree in Electrical Engineering. After graduation, he worked for several years at the Federal Aviation 
Agency. In 1964, he was employed by the National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA) in 
Houston, where he retired in 2001. During his tenure at NASA, he was involved in every program of that 
era, including Gemini, Apollo, Spacelab, Space Shuttle, and the International Space Station.  
 
As a highlight of his distinguished career, John received The Presidential Medal of Freedom, awarded to 
the Apollo 13 Flight Operations Team, and the Manned Space Center Superior Achievement Award for his 
outstanding performance as Prime Recovery Coordinator during the flight of Apollo 13. A motion picture 
was later produced, entitled “Apollo 13,” which told the true story of the flight and the remarkable recovery 
of the astronauts and the spacecraft. Before his retirement, John was also awarded the Johnson Space Center 
Certificate of Commendation, the highest honor bestowed by the JSC. 
 
John was also involved in the affairs of his neighborhood and served as president of the community 
association; and he was also a founding member and served on the Board of Directors of his volunteer fire 
department.  
 
John Edward Hoover was a remarkable gentleman, devoted to his family, his profession, his church, and 
his heritage. All who knew him knew a fine and faithful man of great warmth and humor, an unassuming 
man of quiet dignity and humility. 
 
We, the members of the Sam Houston Chapter, salute our compatriot and our friend, John Hoover, good 
and true. We now bid him farewell from this life, with the fond hope of being with him again in the next; 
and we pray for the repose of his soul – 
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“Eternal rest grant unto him, O Lord; 
and may the perpetual light shine upon him. 

May his soul, through the mercy of God, 
Rest in Peace. Amen.” 

 
Requiéscat in Pace 

 

 


